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while fuel for steam reduction has to be shipped into 
the country at a great expense. 

The system of re<luction by the calcinatory furnace 
is the oldest known to the sulphur producer of Sicily. 
It is said to have been the original method employed 
at these mines centuries ago. Being simple in con
struction, furnishing its own fuel, and requiring little 
skill to operate, it bids fair to remain the favorite. 

CHURCH HOWE, Consul. 
Palermo, April 10, 189 9. 

A VOYAGE IN ANNAM. 
IN order to visit H ue, most travelers go up directly 

from Saigon to Tourane by packet-boat. By the ad
vice of the governor I decided to make part of the 
journey on horseback, so in this way to study the 
southern coast of Annam, which as yet is but little 
known. A government boat took lIle to Baria, where 
there were horses waiting to carry me to Phan-Tiet, 
Phan-Ri, Phan-Rang and Nhatrang by the Mandarin 
road. To tell the truth, the road through the open 
forest and along the coast is somewhat monotonous, i t  
being often sandy and destitute o f  attraction. Upon 
starting from Baria, we passed through the village of 
Long -Dien, which owns a handsome town-hall, the 
exterior of which is elegantly decorated with inlaid 
work,' and where one may see some superb columns of 
sho-wood. A few hours afterward we crossed the 
frontier of Cochin-China, and found ourselves in the 
empire of Than-Thai. Start.ing from the frontier, the 
term .. Mandarin road" is hardly anything more than 
a geographical expression, for in reality the road con
sists now of footpaths scarcely laid out, and now of 
sand dunes along the Eea. 

The unfortunate horses become quickly exhausted, 
and it was often necessary to make a halt in order to 
give them a breatbing spell. lt was scarcely possible 
to make more than two or two and a half miles an hour. 
However, we were in no hurry, and took delight in 
viewing all the scenes of Annamite life that the road 
offered us. And then our entrances into the villages 
that succeeded each other were replete with pictur
esqueness. The village chiefs had been notified by 
couriers who preceded us that a white man of rank was 
to pass through, and so a crowd came in great pomp 
to meet me. Some of the chief men of the place, pre
ceded by carriers of many-colored banners and a huge 
tom-tom, bade llIe weicollle, and I was unable to re
sume my joumey until I had undergone the ceremony 
of the "lags." The notables kneeled, raised their 
arms heavenward, and then threw themselves forward 
with their foreheads iu the dust, and would have con
tinued this performance indefinitely had I not taken 
care to put an end to it as quickly as possible by im· 
patient cries of thoi ! thoi (stop! stop I) 

As soon as we reached the village, the beater of the 
tom-tom strnck his instruments with vIgor, so as 10 

assemble the coolies who were to carry our baggage to 
the next halting place. 

lt thus took us three days to reach Phan-Tiet, a very 
important coulluel'cial center, and the most populous 
city of Anualll, bllt one which, I know not why, reo 
mains almo�t ignored. After a rest of half a day, I re· 
sumed my joumey, and again made t.he acquaintance 
of the interminable l.\JalJdarin road. After two days in 
the saddle, I reached the outskirts of the post of Phan
Ri. Here a pompous reception was prepared for me by 
the Quan-an. an intelligent functionary of Annam. who 
knew Paris from having been there at the time of the 
Exposition of 1889, and who anxiously asked news con
cerning the great iron house. After giving him the 
required information conscientiously, I asked him to 
have me taken as soon as possible to the lodgings that 
had been set apart for llIe. He said that he would take 
me thither himself; and an imposing cortege was im
mediately organized. At the head of this there were 
two carriers of the banner of AIlDam, and then followed 
a soldier bearing a large saber. I came next on horse
back. flanked by two men who prot.ected me with two 
large red umbrellas. In the rear followed the Quan-an, 
in a palanquin, accompanied by a suite of notables. 

a large sum in the work of irrigation. An army of 
coolies is occupied in digging a huge canal that is to 
traverse the entire concession and from which wiII 
branch a multitude of other and smaller canals. 

The trip from Phan - Rang to Nhatrang requires 
twenty-four hours; but in this part of the journey the 
country becomes very beantiful, and it is a genuine 
pleasure to follow the verdant valley t.hat meanders 
between fine wooded hills where, unfortunately, tigers 
multiply with alarming rapidity, 

Nhatrang is a delicious little post at the seaside, on a 
quiet and picturesque bay, which might become a 

most agreeable bathing resort. It is here that Doct.or 

basins, such as the basins of the Ganges, the Tigris 
and Euphrates, and the Nile; and this has been due 
not only to the supply of water for irrigation, but of 
clay for potting. 

CHALDlEA. 

Chaldrea, later known as Babylonia, was architectu
rally and artistically, if not also commercially and 
politically, entirely a creation of the potter. Juvenal 
(x., 171., says that ., Babylon was a city protected by 
potters;" Ovid (Met. i v., 58), that "Semiramis raised 
up the proud walls of Babylon with baked bricks:" 
and Ezekiel (xxiii . , 14). that .. lllen [were] portrayed 

THE TOWN-HALL OF LONG-DlEN. 

Yersin, the distinguished and 1lI0(lest scientist who 
discovCl'ed the bacillus of the pest, has established a 

branch of the Pasteur Institute. 
Nhatrang is destined to assume a great importance 

in a near future. It will, in fact, certainly profit by 
the proximity of the plain of Lam-Liang, where the 
governor-general intends to install the great sanita
rium of Indo-China. 

After three days of rest, I with difficulty tore myself 
away from the cordial hospitality of M. Rauseau, the 
resident consul, and took passage on the packet-boat 
of the ComP3¥nie des Messageries Maritimes for Tou
rane. -H. Turot, in Le Monde Illustre. 

POTTERY AS A HISTORICAL DOCUMENT.* 
WHEN I was invited to open this exhibition, I was 

asked to deli vet' an address on the history of potte�y. 
Although I had at hand to help me the late Prof. MId
dleton's admirable article on .. Pottery" in the" Ency
clopredia Britannica," and Messrs. Sparkes and Sandys' 
recently published volume on II Potters; their Arts 
and Crafts," that was rather an unmanageable sub
ject to deal with in about twenty minutes, and what I 
have determined to do is, before dealing with the pres
ent position and future prospects of the potting in
dustry in Staffordshire, to say a few words on the 

upon the walls of the palaces of Babylon, the images 
of the Chaldeans portrayed with \·el'lllil�on." The 
modern excavations of Layard at Nineveh and Baby
lon, and of Dieulafoy at Susa, have confinued these 
literary references to the immemorial tradition of the 
prodigious production of bricks and other fictile wares 
in Babylonia, and of the perfection th ere attained in 
the decoration of public buildings with tiles, and large 
slabs graven, or incrusted, or molded with illustra
tions of current events, and painted oyer in enamel 
with the most brilliant colors. But the most remark
able creations of the potter's craft in the valley of the 
Tigris and Euphrates are the tablets, inscribed in 
cuneiform characters with the chronicles of the rulerE 
of Assyria aud Babylonia, and with the religious con· 
ceptions and belief8, and the memoranda of the daily 
lives and business transactions of their people. The 
record tablets of Assyria provide an unbroken and 
minutely detailed chronicle of the declining decades of 
the old empire, and of the whole period of the new 
empire to its confused close, that is, from B. C. 900 to 
667. For Babvlonia the chrollicle texts reach continu
ously back from the sixth century B. C. to beyond 
King Khammarubi, who first brought all Babylonia 
under one rule, B. C. 2376-33. But casual tablets carry 
us far beyond the. latter date. A cylinder of N abo
nidas, B. C. 556, assigns to a predecessor, Naraim Sin, 

A HAL'l' UPON THE WAY TU PHAN-TIET. THE TOM-TOM FOR CALLING COOLIES. 

It was in this sumptuous style that, without the 
least pride, I passed through the quiet, narrow streets 
of Phan-Ri in order finaily to reach an old and tolera
bly clean pagoda, in which I passed the night. 

At the dawn of the following day, I resumed my 
route, which was always quite monotonous, and, in 
two days, reached the post of Phan-Rang. Here I had 
the pleasure of visiting the first important agricultural 
exploitation that I foulld in Annam-that of M. 
Perignon . 

M. Perignon having obtained a grant of 30.000 acres, 
immediately set to work to make it profitable. He 
purposes to cultivllote rice solely. and has already spent 

overwhelming magnitude of the debt of the whole 
civilized world to thp. potter's craft, in providing us 
with the very earliest. the most continuous, the fullest, 
and the most authentic of the contemporary records 
that h ave come down to us from ,. the dark, backward, 
and abysm of time" of all the historical states of an
tiquity. Pottery was the oldest and most enduring of 
the arts, and with basket-making and weaving, marks 
in every country the first dawnirigs of civilization. All 
the initial civilizations have arisen in great river 

• Address delivered by Sir George Birdwood in opening the Industrial 
Exhibition at Clough Hall, near Stoke-on-Trent.-From the Journal of the 
SocIety of Arts. 
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a date of 3255 veal's before his own, i. e., the date of 
B. C. 3755. At-first this abyslllal date was received 
with natural skepticism; 1m t ;;OIllP years ago an Ameri
can exploring expedit.ion unearthed at Nippur. at a 
depth of thirty feet below the surface of the soil, the 
platform of a temple, all tlw brieks of which were in
scribed with the nallIes of Nara in Sin and hi!' father, 
Sargon 1.; while below this platfol'lII the�' excavated 
the debris of older buildings. down to the depth of an
other thirty feet; the illference being that the oldest 
buildings constructed on the spot cannot be assigned 
a later date than .B. C. 7000. At all events the pottery 
of Babylonia affords conclusi ve evidence of the actual 
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